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TRAVEL TIPS

TRANSIT MAP

Information
DC Chamber of Commerce Tourist 
Information Center ( %202-347-7201; 
www.dcchamber.org; 506 9th St NW; 
mGallery Pl) Brochures, maps etc.
Destination DC (www.washington.org) 
DC’s offi  cial tourism site.
goDCgo (www.godcgo.com) 

Emergencies
Police, fi re, ambulance: %911.

Metro
Metrorail (%202-637-7000; www.wmata.
com) DC’s subway network will get you to 
most sights and hotels.

Bus
DC Circulator (www.dccirculator.com) 
Buses link downtown DC to tourism 
areas.
Metrobus (www.wmata.com) Effi  cient 
buses throughout the city and suburbs. 

Bicycle
Capital Bikeshare (%877-430-2453; 
www.capitalbikeshare.com) Network of 
1300-plus bicycles around the city.
Washington Area Bicyclist Association 
(www.waba.org) Info on trails etc.

Taxi 
Diamond (%202-387-6200)
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SPEAK LIKE A LOCAL
HISTORY BUFFS TRANSPORTATION

1 National WWII Memorial (K10) Soaring columns and 
stirring quotes mark this memorial smack in the Mall’s 
midst.

1 African American Civil War Museum (O3) It goes 
beyond the war between the states, following black history 
through the Civil Rights movement.

1 Martin Luther King Jr Memorial (K11) 
Dr King’s 30ft-tall likeness emerges from a 
mountain of granite.

6 Firefl y Bar (J5) Take a seat under the magical glowing 
trees and swirl a chai-tea Manhattan or boozy cream soda.

5 Komi (L4) Fantastic fusion fare and one of DC’s most 
dazzling dining experiences.

3 Blues Alley (E6) Greats like Dizzy Gillespie and Sarah 
Vaughan played this venerable club back in the day. The 
talent remains just as sterling now, and the 
setting just as sophisticated.

3 National Theatre (N8) Puppets, magic, ballet and 
music are all on tap for the free, family-oriented Saturday 
shows at 9:30am and 11am.

1 Bureau of Engraving & Printing (M12) Watch millions 
of dollars as they’re printed, cut and inspected, and you 
don't have to spend a dime.

3 Busboys & Poets (P7) The Tuesday-night open-mike 
is a rollicking two-hour show of seasoned 
performers, spoken-word rookies and jammin’ 
musicians, all for $5.

1 Reynolds Center for American Art & Portraiture (O8) 
Portraits on one side, O’Keeff e, Hopper and more of 
America’s best on the other.

3 Kennedy Center (G8) DC’s performing-arts king of the 
hill, home to the symphony, opera and more.

3 Shakespeare Theatre Company (P9) The nation’s top 
troupe does the Bard proud.

1 Newseum (P9) Junior journalists report ‘live from the 
White House’ via the TV studio (and get the take-home 
video to prove it).

1 National Museum of Natural History (O10) The 
mummifi ed kitty, T. rex skull and tarantula feedings 
generate big squeals.

1 International Spy Museum (O8) Budding 
James Bonds get to crawl through ductwork, 
peek through vents and fi nd hidden recording 
devices.

CULTURE VULTURES

GLITZ & GLAMOUR

Metro Fast, frequent, ubiquitous (except during weekend 
track maintenance). It operates between 5am and midnight 
(3am on Friday and Saturday). Fares from $1.75 to $5.90 
depending on distance traveled. A day pass costs $14.50.

DC Circulator bus Useful for the Mall, Georgetown, Adams 
Morgan and other areas with limited Metro service.

Bicycle Capital Bikeshare stations are everywhere; a day 
pass costs $7.

Taxi Relatively easy to fi nd (less so at night), but costly. The 
rideshare company Uber is used more in the District.

Buy a rechargeable SmarTrip card at any Metro station. It 
costs $10, with $8 of that stored for fares, and you can add 
value as needed. Without a SmarTrip card, each ride you 
take is subject to a $1 surcharge for using a disposable fare 
card. The cards are also usable on all local buses (for which 
you’d otherwise need exact change).

RONALD REAGAN WASHINGTON NATIONAL AIRPORT 
4½ miles south of downtown

m $2.50, 20 minutes, depart every 10 minutes or so 
between 5am and midnight (to 3am Friday and Saturday) 

 $14, 10 to 30 minutes
 $13 to $22, 10 to 30 minutes

WASHINGTON DULLES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
26 miles west of DC

 Silver Line Express bus $11, 60 to 75 minutes, runs every 
15 to 20 minutes from Dulles to Wiehle-Reston East 
Metro between 6am and 10:40pm (from 7:45am 
weekends)

 $62 to $73, 30 to 60 minutes

SMARTRIP CARD

FROM THE AIRPORTS

1   Constitution Gardens (K10) The shady grove, small 
pool and old stone cottage form a hidden oasis on the Mall.

6 Kennedy Center Terrace (G8) Grab a glass of wine and 
watch the city sparkling in every direction.

1 Cherry blossoms at Tidal Basin (K12) Take a 
paddleboat from the boathouse to view the 
pink-and-white fl oral collage from the water.

BARGAIN HUNTERS

ROMANTICS

WASHINGTON 
MONUMENT
At 555ft the Washington Monument 
is not only the tallest building in DC 
(by federal law no structure can 
reach above it), it is also the tallest 
masonry structure in the world. 
(www.nps.gov/wamo; 2 15th St NW; 
mSmithsonian)

NATIONAL 
GALERY 
One of London’s most visited 
attractions, the British Museum 
(founded in 1753) is an exhaustive 
and exhilarating parade through 
world cltures, with galleries devoted

LINCOLN MEMORIAL
There’s something extraordinary 
about climbing the steps of Abe Lin-
coln’s temple, staring into his digni-
fied eyes, and reading about the ‘new 
birth of freedom’ in the Gettysburg 
Address  chiseled beside him. (www.
nps.gov/linc; 2 Lincoln Memorial Circle NW; 
mFoggy Bottom-GWU)

SMITHSONIAN 
MUSEUMS 
There are 19 Smithsonian mu seums, 
many of which are on the Mall. The 
Air & Space, Natural History and 
American History Museums are 
the group’s rock stars, while other 
museums provide quieter spaces for 
contemplation. (www.si.edu)

ARLINGTON NATIONAL 
CEMETERY
Simple white headstones cover 
green hills in a solemn procession 
commemorating soldiers from every 
war since the Revolution. An eternal 
flame flickers over the grave of 
John F Kennedy and military guards 
maintain a vigil at the Tomb of the 
Unknowns.

VIETNAM VETERANS 
MEMORIAL
This simple memorial is the most 
powerful in the city, if not the nation. 
A black granite ‘V’ cuts into the Mall, 
just as the war it memorializes cut 
into the national psyche. (www.nps.
gov/vive; 5 Henry Bacon Dr NW; mFoggy 
Bottom-GWU)

NATIONAL ARCHIVES
Here you will find the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights – the USA’s founding 
documents.  The National Archives 
has the real, yellowing, spidery-
handwriting-scrawled parchments, 
together with the Magna Carta and 
George Washington’s old letters.

WHITE HOUSE
The White House is a home as well 
as a symbol. It stuns visitors with its 
sense of pomp and circumstance, yet 
it also charms with traces of those 
who have lived here before. (%20
2-456-7041; www.whitehouse.gov; 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave NW; mFederal Triangle, 
McPherson Sq)

CAPITOL
Pierre L’Enfant called it ‘a pedestal 
waiting for a monument.’ So that’s 
how the Capitol came to sit atop the 
hill that rises above the city. Visit the 
white-domed edifice and see the 
chambers of the folks who run the 
country. (www.visitthecapitol.gov; 1st St 
NE & E Capitol St; mCapitol South)

LIBRARY 
OF CONGRESS
 The Library of Congress is the 
world’s largest library, with approxi-
mately 120 million items, including 
22 million books, plus manuscripts, 
maps, photographs, films and prints 
shelved along 500 miles of library 
stacks. (www.loc.gov; 1st St SE; mCapitol 
South)

NATIONAL GALLERY 
OF ART
It takes two huge buildings to hold 
this gallery’s trove of paintings, 
sculptures and decorative arts. You’ll 
find pieces by El Greco, Monet and 
Cézanne, and the western hemi-
sphere’s only da Vinci. (%202-737-
4215; www.nga.gov; Constitution Ave NW, 
btwn 3rd & 7th Sts; mArchives)

GETTING AROUND

FOR THE KIDS

Amtrak Main train company

Cross walk Pedestrian crossing

Downtown City center

Freeway Motorway

Gas, gasoline Petrol

Greyhound Major bus company

Highway Main road

Inside the Beltway The area enclosed by the Beltway 
interstate road system

Intersection Crossroads 

Pavement Road

Sidewalk Pavement

Track Train platform

Turnpike Toll road

Americano Espresso coffee mixed with hot water

Appetiser First course

Biscuit Similar to a scone

Candy Sweets

Check Bill

Chips Crisps

Cookie Biscuit

Entree Main course

French fries Chips

Half and half A mixture of half cream and half whole 
milk, commonly served with coffee

Jelly Jam

Silverware Cutlery

Soda Fizzy non-alcoholic drink

Liquor Spirits

GETTING AROUND

FOOD & DRINK

WASHINGTON, DC’S SHORT LIST

Nathan Blaney/Getty Images ©

Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, designed by Lei Yixin

STREETS 
1st Pl NW S6
1st St NE S4; 

S7-S10
1st St NW R2-R10
1st St SE S11-

S12; S15
1st St SW R11; 

R13; R15
1st Terrace 

NW R7
2nd Pl SE T14
2nd St NE T2-T3; 

T8-T10
2nd St NW Q2; 

R8; R10
2nd St SE T11-T14
2nd St SW Q16; 

R12
3rd Ave Q16
3rd St NE T8-U3
3rd St NW Q5; 

Q7-Q11
3rd St SE T14
3rd St SW Q12; 

Q14; Q16
4th St NE U1-U3; 

U5-U10
4th St NW Q2; 

Q6-Q7; Q11
4th St SE U13-

U14
4th St SW Q12; 

Q15
5th St NE 

U5-U10
5th St NW P2; 

P6-P7

5th St SE U12; 
U14

6th St NE U8-V5
6th St NW P1; 

P3-P9
6th St SE U13
6th St SW P12; 

P14
7th St NE V8-V10
7th St NW P5-P9
7th St SE V13
7th St SW P12
8th St NE V8-V10
8th St NW O7; 

O9; P1-P5
8th St SE V13
9th St NE V8-V10
9th St NW O1-O11
9th St SE V13
9th St SW O12
10th St NW 

O5-O9
10th St SE V15
11th St NW N9-O1
12th St N A11
12th St NW 

N2-N10
12th St SW N12
13th St NW N1-N7
14th St NW 

M1-M8
14th St SW M12
15th St NW 

M1-M8
15th St SW M11
16th Rd N B9
16th St N A10
16th St NW L1-L7
17th St NW L1-L8

17th St SW K10
18th St N A8
18th St NW 

K1-K8
19th St N A8; 

C8
19th St NW J1-K8
20th St NW J1; 

J6-J8; J10
21st St NW 

J3-J8
22nd St N A7
22nd St NW H6; 

H10
23rd St NW 

H4-H8
24th St NW H6
25th St NW G6
26th St NW 

G5; G6
27th St NW 

G5; G7
28th St NW 

F5; G1
29th St NW F5
30th St NW 

F2; F5
31st St NW E4
32nd St NW E4
33rd St NW D5
34th St NW D5
35th St NW 

D3-D5
36th St NW 

C3; C5
37th St NW 

C2; C5
38th St NW B3
39th St NW B3

44th St NW A4

A
A St NE U10
A St SE U11
Abbey Pl NE U6
Acker St NE U9
Adams St NW R1
Arland D Williams 

Jr Memorial 
Bridge K15

Arlington Blvd 
B10

Arlington Memo-
rial Bridge F11

Arnold Dr D15
Ashmead Pl 

NW J2
Avon La NW E4

B
B St Q16
Bancroft Pl 

NW H3
Barry Pl NW O1
Bates St NW R4
Belmont Rd NW 

G2; K1
Benton Pl NW F1
Benton St NW B1
Biltmore St 

NW J1
Boundary Dr 

E11-G14
Bradley Dr E15
Bryant St NE T1
Bryant St NW 

Q1-R1

Buckeye Dr SW 
M14

C
C St NE T9; V9
C St NW H9; K9; 

Q9; R9
C St SE S12; V12
C St SW N12; 

O11; Q12
Cady’s Al D6
California St NW 

H3; K2
Callan St NE U7
Cambridge Pl 

NW E4
Canal St SE T13
Canal St SW R15
Caroline St NW L3
Carpenter Rd 

A15-B15
Carrollburg Pl 

SW R15
Champlain St 

NW K1
Channing St 

NE T1
Channing St 

NW R1
Church St NW 

K4; M4
Clarendon Blvd 

B9
Clayton Dr C16
Colonial Ct B8
Colonial Terrace 

B8
Columbia Pike 

D16

Columbia Rd 
NW K1

Columbia St 
NW O5

Connecticut Ave 
NW H1-K5

Constitution Ave 
NE S10-U10

Constitution Ave 
NW H10-Q10

Corcoran St 
NW K4

Cushing Pl SE 
S15

Custis Memorial 
Pkwy A8

D
D St NE T9-U9
D St NW K9; 

O9-R9
D St SE S12; U12
D St SW M12; 

O12; Q12
Dahlgren Ave 

SE V15
Daniel French Dr 

SW H11
De Sales St 

NW K6
Decatur Pl NW 

H3
Delaware Ave 

NE S9
Delaware Ave 

SW Q15
Dewey Dr C16
Douglas St NE 

T1

Duddington Pl 
SE S13

Dumbarton St 
NW E5

Dwight D 
Eisenhower 
Fwy P13

E
E Basin Dr M13
E Capitol St NE 

S11-U11
E Executive Ave 

NW M8
E St NE S9; U9
E St NW J8; 

L9-R9
E St SE T12; V13
E St SW P12
East Pl NW G4
East St SE S12
Eckington Pl 

NE T5
Edgevale Terrace 

NW F1
Eisenhower Dr 

D13
Elm St NW Q2
Emmanuel Ct 

NW P6

F
F St NE T8-U8
F St NW G8; H8; 

M8-O8; R8
F St SE T13
F St Terrace SE 

U13

Farragut Dr B14
Fenton Circle B11
Fenton Pl NE S7
Flagler Pl NW R2
Florida Ave NE V6
Florida Ave NW 

K3-S5
Foxhall Rd NW 

A5-B5
Francis Case 

Memorial 
Bridge M13

Francis Scott Key 
Bridge C7

Franklin St NW 
P4

Frederick Doug-
lass Bridge 
S16

French St NW O3

G
G Pl NE S8
G St NE S8-U8
G St NW H8; M8-

O8; Q8; R8
G St SE V13
G St SW P13-Q13
George Mason 

Memorial 
Bridge K15

George Washing-
ton Memorial 
Pkwy A6-G13

Georgia Ave 
NW P1

Grace St NW E6
Grant Ave A11
Grant Dr C14-C15

Green Ct NW M6

H
H St NE S7-U7
H St NW H7; M7; 

O7; R7
H St SE T13
H St SW O13; 

P13; R13
Half St SE S15
Half St SW R15
Halsey Dr D13
Hanover Pl 

NW R5
Henry Bacon Dr 

NW H10
Hillyer Pl NW J4
Hobson Dr B16
Hopkins St 

NW J5
Howard Pl NW P1
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